'The challenge in American medicine is one of economics and mathematics and less about politics'.
Dr. Robert Pearl leads the 9,000 physicians employed by the Permanente Medical Group, which serves over 4 million Kaiser Permanente members in California and around Washington, D.C. A plastic surgeon by training, Pearl has emerged as a leading champion of using electronic health records.and new technologies to improve quality while lowering the cost of care. He was recently named chair of the Council of Accountable Physician Practices, or CAPP, which includes medical groups from the Mayo Clinic, Geisinger Health System, Intermountain Healthcare and other integrated delivery networks. Modern Healthcare Managing Editor Gregg Blesch recently spoke with Pearl about the advantages and challenges facing physicians working in large integrated delivery systems. The following is an edited excerpt.